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Credit Hour Explanation
 

 
Program Learning Goals
 
Note: these are required for all undergraduate degree programs and majors now, and will be required for all graduate and professional degree programs in
2012. Nonetheless, all programs are encouraged to complete these now.
 

 
Assessment
 
Assessment plan includes student learning goals, how those goals are evaluated, and how the information collected is used to improve student learning. An
assessment plan is required for undergraduate majors and degrees. Graduate and professional degree programs are encouraged to complete this now, but will
not be required to do so until 2012.

Is this a degree program (undergraduate, graduate, or professional) or major proposal? No

 
Program Specializations/Sub-Plans
 
If you do not specify a program specialization/sub-plan it will be assumed you are submitting this program for all program specializations/sub-plans.

 

Status: PENDING PROGRAM REQUEST
Health, Environment, Risk, & Science

Communication

Last Updated: Haddad,Deborah Moore
04/02/2014

Fiscal Unit/Academic Org School Of Communication - D0744

Administering College/Academic Group Arts and Sciences

Co-adminstering College/Academic Group

Semester Conversion Designation New Program/Plan

Proposed Program/Plan Name Health, Environment, Risk, & Science Communication

Type of Program/Plan Undergraduate minor

Program/Plan Code Abbreviation HERSCOM

Proposed Degree Title Health, Environment, Risk, & Science Communication

Program credit hour requirements A) Number of credit hours
in current program (Quarter

credit hours)

B) Calculated result for
2/3rds of current (Semester

credit hours)

C) Number of credit hours
required for proposed

program (Semester credit
hours)

D) Change in credit hours

Total minimum credit hours required for
completion of program 12

Required credit hours
offered by the unit Minimum 12

Maximum 12

Required credit hours
offered outside of the unit Minimum 0

Maximum 0

Required prerequisite credit
hours not included above Minimum 0

Maximum 0

Program Learning Goals Students will understand the role of communication in the contexts of health care, environmental issues, science,

and the communication of risk.

•

Students will understand how to communicate complex information involving uncertainty in both interpersonal and

mediated contexts.

•

Students will understand how to create media campaigns involving people's well-being and safety.•
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Pre-Major
 
Does this Program have a Pre-Major? No

 

 

 

Status: PENDING PROGRAM REQUEST
Health, Environment, Risk, & Science

Communication

Last Updated: Haddad,Deborah Moore
04/02/2014

Attachments All Concurrences.pdf: concurrences

(Support/Concurrence Letters. Owner: Hughes,Sarah)

•

HERSCOMminor proposal-revised4-2.docx: proposal, rationale, advising sheet

(Program Proposal. Owner: Hughes,Sarah)

•

Comments 04/02/14:

Returned to Communication per Vankeerbergen 04/01 email.

03/13/14:

See email message to D. Ewoldsen & S. Hughes.

01/13/14:

3320 has been removed from elective options and 3340 is approved.

10/28/13:

* All courses that are part of the program must be existing courses.  Comm 3320 & 3340 do not yet exist.

* Please include concurrences from HRS & FAES. (by Haddad,Deborah Moore on 04/02/2014 11:15 AM)

•

See 4/1 e-mail to D. Ewoldsen & S. Hughes. (by Vankeerbergen,Bernadette Chantal on 04/01/2014 04:04 PM)•
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Status: PENDING PROGRAM REQUEST
Health, Environment, Risk, & Science

Communication

Last Updated: Haddad,Deborah Moore
04/02/2014

Workflow Information Status User(s) Date/Time Step

Submitted Hughes,Sarah 10/24/2013 03:19 PM Submitted for Approval

Approved McDonald,Daniel Gary 10/24/2013 04:16 PM Unit Approval

Revision Requested Haddad,Deborah Moore 10/28/2013 11:19 AM College Approval

Submitted Hughes,Sarah 01/09/2014 02:36 PM Submitted for Approval

Approved Glynn,Carroll Jane 01/09/2014 02:50 PM Unit Approval

Approved Haddad,Deborah Moore 01/13/2014 05:38 PM College Approval

Revision Requested Vankeerbergen,Bernadet
te Chantal 02/03/2014 09:39 AM ASCCAO Approval

Submitted Hughes,Sarah 03/13/2014 01:10 PM Submitted for Approval

Approved Glynn,Carroll Jane 03/13/2014 02:15 PM Unit Approval

Revision Requested Haddad,Deborah Moore 03/13/2014 04:59 PM College Approval

Submitted Glynn,Carroll Jane 03/13/2014 05:00 PM Submitted for Approval

Revision Requested Vankeerbergen,Bernadet
te Chantal 03/14/2014 10:01 AM Unit Approval

Submitted Glynn,Carroll Jane 03/14/2014 10:26 AM Submitted for Approval

Revision Requested Vankeerbergen,Bernadet
te Chantal 03/14/2014 10:30 AM Unit Approval

Submitted Hughes,Sarah 03/14/2014 12:27 PM Submitted for Approval

Approved McDonald,Daniel Gary 03/14/2014 12:32 PM Unit Approval

Approved Haddad,Deborah Moore 03/14/2014 12:41 PM College Approval

Revision Requested Vankeerbergen,Bernadet
te Chantal 04/01/2014 04:14 PM ASCCAO Approval

Submitted Haddad,Deborah Moore 04/01/2014 05:41 PM Submitted for Approval

Approved Glynn,Carroll Jane 04/01/2014 08:50 PM Unit Approval

Revision Requested Haddad,Deborah Moore 04/02/2014 11:15 AM College Approval

Submitted Glynn,Carroll Jane 04/02/2014 11:22 AM Submitted for Approval

Revision Requested Vankeerbergen,Bernadet
te Chantal 04/02/2014 11:23 AM Unit Approval

Submitted Hughes,Sarah 04/02/2014 02:27 PM Submitted for Approval

Approved Glynn,Carroll Jane 04/02/2014 03:10 PM Unit Approval

Approved Haddad,Deborah Moore 04/02/2014 03:51 PM College Approval

Pending Approval

Vankeerbergen,Bernadet

te Chantal

Nolen,Dawn

Jenkins,Mary Ellen Bigler

Hogle,Danielle Nicole

Hanlin,Deborah Kay

04/02/2014 03:51 PM ASCCAO Approval



Dear Reader: 

Re:  Health, Environment, Risk, & Science Communication Minor 

The School of Communication would like to propose the following minor to begin in 
Spring 2015.  The faculty of the School has provided overwhelming support for the 
creation of this new undergraduate minor program.  Faculty discussions of the future of 
the communication program served as the impetus for this proposal.  New faculty hires 
in the areas of health and environmental communication enabled the department to 
determine the feasibility of development the minor.  In addition, the popularity of the new 
course on Science Communication suggests that the demand is there among students 
to study health, environment, risk and science communication.  In addition, discussions 
with faculty in the School of Environment and Natural Resources suggest that they 
perceive a need among their students for such a minor.  Likewise, faculty in the College 
of Public Health, College of Veterinary Medicine, and College of Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences were queried and they suggested there would be a demand for 
the minor among their students as well. 
 
Rational/purpose of the minor:  The minor in Health, Environment, Risk, and Science 
Communication provides students with an understanding of the role of communication 
in health and health care, science, and the communication of risk.  All of these areas 
deal with the communication of complex information that has implications for people's 
well-being and safety. 
 
The transmission of complex information to the public is becoming increasingly 
important as recent debates about climate change, SARS, or the HPV vaccine highlight.  
The Ohio State University is in a unique position to propose this minor.  Traditionally, 
science, environmental, and health communication are considered separate programs 
and universities tend to develop programs in one of these areas.  There are a few 
universities that have an emphasis in both science and environmental communication, 
but these programs are traditionally housed in Agriculture Colleges (e.g., Cornell, 
University of Wisconsin).  Ohio State is unique in that we have a strong faculty across 
these related domains.   

The proposed minor will provide an opportunity for students across the university to 
learn more about how complex communication is effectively communicated via media 
campaigns, new communication technologies, and interpersonal communication.  Given 
the increased importance of communicating complex information, this background will 
place OSU students in a unique position in a competitive marketplace.  The Minor 
should help create linkages between academic units that traditionally have not had 
much contact here at Ohio State.  Hopefully, this will lead to fruitful collaborations with 
faculty across these different programs.  Based on reactions from a number of 
departments as we sought concurrence, we anticipate 50-75 students enrolled in this 
minor once it is up and running. 

Faculty involved in the proposed minor include: 

David Ewoldsen, professor, health communication 



Shelly Hovick, assistant professor, health communication 

Emily Moyer-Guse, associate professor, entertainment & health communication 

Erik Nisbet, assistant professor, science & environmental communication 

Janice Raup-Krieger, assistant professor, health communication 

Nancy Rhodes, assistant professor, health communication 

Michael Slater, full professor, health communication 

We appreciate your consideration of this new undergraduate minor program. 

Sincerely, 

David R. Ewoldsen Professor,  
School of Communication  
3168 Derby Hall | 154 N. Oval Mall Columbus, OH 43210 
614-247-5446 Office 
ewoldsen.osu@gmail.com osu.edu 

 

 

  

mailto:ewoldsen.osu@gmail.com
http://osu.edu/


The Ohio State University  
College of Arts and Sciences  

 
Health, Environment, Risk, & Science Communication Minor (HERSCOM-MN)  

 

 

 

 

School of Communication 
3033 Derby Hall, 154 North Oval Mall 
Columbus, OH  43210-1339 
614-292-8444; http://www.comm.ohio-state.edu 
 
The minor in Health, Environment, Risk, and 
Science Communication provides students with an 
understanding of the role of communication in 
health and health care, science, and the 
communication of risk.  All of these areas deal with 
the communication of complex information that has 
implications for people's well-being and safety. 
 
The Health, Environment, Risk, & Science 
Communication minor requires the completion of at 
least four courses for 12 credits, including one 
foundational course. To declare the minor, students 
should meet with their assigned academic advisor 
or any advisor in the School of Communication. Any 
variation from the program described below needs 
the approval of the Director of Undergraduate 
Studies.  Students may request approval of a minor 
variation by filing a petition through the School of 
Communication Advising Office.   
 
Required foundational course (3 credit hours)  
 
2596 – An Introduction to Health, Environment, 
Risk, & Science Communication (3) 
 
Choose at least three from these electives (9 
credit hours)  
 
3340 – Environmental Communication (3) 
4240(H) – Science Communication (3) 
3332 – Risk Communication (3) 
3333 – Crisis Communication (3) 
4736 – Health Communication in Interpersonal 
Contexts (3) 
4737 – Health Communication in Mass Mediated 
Contexts (3) 
4738 –Health Communication and New Media (3) 
 
Electives can include one of the following: 
*4998 – Undergraduate Research (1-15) (no more 
than 3 hours can count toward the minor) 

OR 
*4999H – Honors Thesis Research (1-12) (no more 
than 3 hours can count toward the minor) 

*the Honors (H) version of any of the above courses can be used 
to meet the requirements for the minor 

 
 

Health, Environment, Risk and Science 
Communication minor program guidelines  
The following guidelines govern minors:  
 
Required for graduation No  
 
Credit hours required A minimum of 12 
 
Transfer credit hours allowed At least half of the 
credits counting toward the minor must be earned 
in regular OSU coursework 
 
Overlap with the GE Permitted, no more than 6 
credit hours 
 
Overlap with the major and additional minor(s)  
• The minor must be in a different subject than  
the major.  
• The minor must contain a minimum of 12 hours 
distinct from the major and/or additional minor(s).  
 
Grades required  
• Minimum C- for a course to be listed on the  
minor.  
• Minimum 2.00 cumulative point-hour ratio 
required for the minor.  
• Course work graded Pass/Non-Pass cannot  
count on the minor.  
• No more than 3 credit hours of course graded 
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory may count toward the 
minor.  
 
Minor Approval The minor may be approved by the 
student’s assigned academic advisor via the 
Degree Audit Report (DAR).  If the minor is not 
complete on the DAR, the student must consult 
with a School of Communication advisor.  
 
Filing the minor program form The minor program  
form must be filed at least by the time the  
graduation application is submitted to a  
college/school counselor.  
 
Changing the minor Once the minor program is  
filed in the college office, any changes must be  
approved by:  
• the School of Communication Advising Office  
 

http://www.comm.ohio-state.edu/


Concurrence was requested from the following unitsi 
 
Astronomy 
Biological sciences  
Business  
Chemistry & Biochemistry 
College of Food, Agriculture, & Environmental Sciences 
College of Nursing  

 College of Public Health 
Earth Sciences  
Engineering 
Evolution, Ecology, and Organismal Biology 
Health & Rehabilitation Sciences  
Law School 
Mathematics 
Microbiology 
Molecular Genetics 
Physics 
Psychology  
SENR (School of Environment & Natural Resources) 
Statistics 
Social & Behavioral Sciences  
Sociology  
Veterinary Medicine  

 
 
The following units granted concurrence 
  

Astronomy 
College of Food, Agriculture, & Environmental Sciences 
College of Nursing 

 College of Public Health 
Earth Sciences  
Evolution, Ecology, and Organismal Biology 
Law School 
Mathematics 
Molecular Genetics 
SENR (School of Environment & Natural Resources) 

 Sociology 
 Social & Behavioral Sciences 
 Veterinary Medicine 
 
 
  



The following units did not respond within the two week period 
 
Biological sciences  
Business  
Chemistry & Biochemistry 

 Engineering 
Health & Rehabilitation Sciences  

 Microbiology 
Physics 
Psychology  

 Statistics 
 
 

i The OAA guidelines require that Math & Physical Sciences be asked to grant concurrence for any 
proposal involving the environment.  However, Math & Physical Sciences has not existed for several 
years because of the restructuring of Arts & Sciences.  Consequently, the departments that made up this 
entity were asked to grant concurrence:  Astronomy, Chemistry & Biochemistry, Earth Sciences, 
Mathematics, Physics, Statistics, Evolution, Ecology & Organismal Biology, Microbiology, and Molecular 
Genetics. 
 

                                                             











































  

The Ohio State University 
College of the Arts and Sciences Concurrence Form 

 
 
The purpose of this form is to provide a simple system of obtaining departmental reactions to course 
requests.  An e-mail may be substituted for this form. 
 
An academic unit initiating a request should complete Section A of this form and send a copy of the 
form, course request, and syllabus to each of the academic units that might have related interests in the 
course.  Initiating units should be allowed two weeks to respond. 
 
Academic units receiving this form should respond to Section B and return the form to the initiating unit.  
Overlap of course content and other problems should be resolved by the academic units before this form 
and all other accompanying documentation may be forwarded to the Office of Academic Affairs. 
 
A.  Proposal to review 
 
         
Initiating Academic Unit     Course Number Course Title   
     
       
Type of Proposal (New, Change, Withdrawal, or other)    Date request sent 
 
                
Academic Unit Asked to Review             Date response needed 
 
    
B.  Response from the Academic Unit reviewing 
Response: include a reaction to the proposal, including a statement of support or non-support (continued 
on the back of this form or a separate sheet, if necessary). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
Signatures  
 
 
1.     Name   Position    Unit    Date  
       
 
2.     Name   Position    Unit    Date   
 
 
3.     Name   Position    Unit    Date   
 
 
 
 
Return this form to the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services either through E-mail: vankeerbergen.1@osu.edu or 
asccurrofc@osu.edu, Fax: 292-6303, or Campus Mail: 154 Denney Hall, 164 W. 17th Ave.                                                                  
Revised 11/08/10 

mailto:vankeerbergen.1@osu.edu�
mailto:asccurrofc@osu.edu�














  

The Ohio State University 
College of the Arts and Sciences Concurrence Form 

 
 
The purpose of this form is to provide a simple system of obtaining departmental reactions to course 
requests.  An e-mail may be substituted for this form. 
 
An academic unit initiating a request should complete Section A of this form and send a copy of the 
form, course request, and syllabus to each of the academic units that might have related interests in the 
course.  Initiating units should be allowed two weeks to respond. 
 
Academic units receiving this form should respond to Section B and return the form to the initiating unit.  
Overlap of course content and other problems should be resolved by the academic units before this form 
and all other accompanying documentation may be forwarded to the Office of Academic Affairs. 
 
A.  Proposal to review 
 
         
Initiating Academic Unit     Course Number Course Title   
     
       
Type of Proposal (New, Change, Withdrawal, or other)    Date request sent 
 
                
Academic Unit Asked to Review             Date response needed 
 
    
B.  Response from the Academic Unit reviewing 
Response: include a reaction to the proposal, including a statement of support or non-support (continued 
on the back of this form or a separate sheet, if necessary). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
Signatures  
 
 
1.     Name   Position    Unit    Date  
       
 
2.     Name   Position    Unit    Date   
 
 
3.     Name   Position    Unit    Date   
 
 
 
 
Return this form to the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services either through E-mail: vankeerbergen.1@osu.edu or 
asccurrofc@osu.edu, Fax: 292-6303, or Campus Mail: 154 Denney Hall, 164 W. 17th Ave.                                                                  
Revised 11/08/10 

mailto:vankeerbergen.1@osu.edu�
mailto:asccurrofc@osu.edu�


  

The Ohio State University 
College of the Arts and Sciences Concurrence Form 

 
 
The purpose of this form is to provide a simple system of obtaining departmental reactions to course 
requests.  An e-mail may be substituted for this form. 
 
An academic unit initiating a request should complete Section A of this form and send a copy of the 
form, course request, and syllabus to each of the academic units that might have related interests in the 
course.  Initiating units should be allowed two weeks to respond. 
 
Academic units receiving this form should respond to Section B and return the form to the initiating unit.  
Overlap of course content and other problems should be resolved by the academic units before this form 
and all other accompanying documentation may be forwarded to the Office of Academic Affairs. 
 
A.  Proposal to review 
 
         
Initiating Academic Unit     Course Number Course Title   
     
       
Type of Proposal (New, Change, Withdrawal, or other)    Date request sent 
 
                
Academic Unit Asked to Review             Date response needed 
 
    
B.  Response from the Academic Unit reviewing 
Response: include a reaction to the proposal, including a statement of support or non-support (continued 
on the back of this form or a separate sheet, if necessary). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
Signatures  
 
 
1.     Name   Position    Unit    Date  
       
 
2.     Name   Position    Unit    Date   
 
 
3.     Name   Position    Unit    Date   
 
 
 
 
Return this form to the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services either through E-mail: vankeerbergen.1@osu.edu or 
asccurrofc@osu.edu, Fax: 292-6303, or Campus Mail: 154 Denney Hall, 164 W. 17th Ave.                                                                  
Revised 11/08/10 

mailto:vankeerbergen.1@osu.edu�
mailto:asccurrofc@osu.edu�


The Ohio State University 
College of the Arts and Sciences Concurrence Form 

The purpose of this form is to provide a simple system of obtaining departmental reactions to course 
requests.  An e-mail may be substituted for this form. 

An academic unit initiating a request should complete Section A of this form and send a copy of the 
form, course request, and syllabus to each of the academic units that might have related interests in the 
course.  Initiating units should be allowed two weeks to respond. 

Academic units receiving this form should respond to Section B and return the form to the initiating unit.  
Overlap of course content and other problems should be resolved by the academic units before this form 
and all other accompanying documentation may be forwarded to the Office of Academic Affairs. 

A.  Proposal to review 

Initiating Academic Unit     Course Number Course Title 

Type of Proposal (New, Change, Withdrawal, or other) Date request sent 

Academic Unit Asked to Review  Date response needed 

B.  Response from the Academic Unit reviewing 
Response: include a reaction to the proposal, including a statement of support or non-support (continued 
on the back of this form or a separate sheet, if necessary). 

Signatures 

1. Name Position Unit Date 

2. Name Position Unit Date 

3. Name Position Unit Date 

Return this form to the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services either through E-mail: vankeerbergen.1@osu.edu or 
asccurrofc@osu.edu, Fax: 292-6303, or Campus Mail: 154 Denney Hall, 164 W. 17th Ave.        
Revised 11/08/10

mailto:vankeerbergen.1@osu.edu
mailto:asccurrofc@osu.edu






  

The Ohio State University 
College of the Arts and Sciences Concurrence Form 

 
 
The purpose of this form is to provide a simple system of obtaining departmental reactions to course 
requests.  An e-mail may be substituted for this form. 
 
An academic unit initiating a request should complete Section A of this form and send a copy of the 
form, course request, and syllabus to each of the academic units that might have related interests in the 
course.  Initiating units should be allowed two weeks to respond. 
 
Academic units receiving this form should respond to Section B and return the form to the initiating unit.  
Overlap of course content and other problems should be resolved by the academic units before this form 
and all other accompanying documentation may be forwarded to the Office of Academic Affairs. 
 
A.  Proposal to review 
 
         
Initiating Academic Unit     Course Number Course Title   
     
       
Type of Proposal (New, Change, Withdrawal, or other)    Date request sent 
 
                
Academic Unit Asked to Review             Date response needed 
 
    
B.  Response from the Academic Unit reviewing 
Response: include a reaction to the proposal, including a statement of support or non-support (continued 
on the back of this form or a separate sheet, if necessary). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
Signatures  
 
 
1.     Name   Position    Unit    Date  
       
 
2.     Name   Position    Unit    Date   
 
 
3.     Name   Position    Unit    Date   
 
 
 
 
Return this form to the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services either through E-mail: vankeerbergen.1@osu.edu or 
asccurrofc@osu.edu, Fax: 292-6303, or Campus Mail: 154 Denney Hall, 164 W. 17th Ave.                                                                  
Revised 11/08/10 

mailto:vankeerbergen.1@osu.edu�
mailto:asccurrofc@osu.edu�
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